Cedarville University

DigitalCommons@Cedarville
News Releases

Public Relations

1-2-2023

Cedarville Students Supporting Families, Protecting Life

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.cedarville.edu/news_releases
Part of the Organizational Communication Commons, and the Public Relations and Advertising
Commons
This News Release is brought to you for free and open
access by DigitalCommons@Cedarville, a service of the
Centennial Library. It has been accepted for inclusion in
News Releases by an authorized administrator of
DigitalCommons@Cedarville. For more information,
please contact digitalcommons@cedarville.edu.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 2, 2023
CONTACT: Mark D. Weinstein
Executive Director of Public Relations
937-766-8800 (o)
937-532-6885 (m)
Mweinstein@cedarville.edu
@cedarvillenews

Cedarville Students Supporting Families, Protecting Life
CEDARVILLE, OHIO -- Where do the passions of students in nursing, business, and biblical studies
intersect? For seven Cedarville University students, that would be at the Pregnancy Resource Clinic
(PRC) of Clark County in Springfield, Ohio.
As a group, these students serve bimonthly as care coordinators.
In 2010, nursing students began serving the PRC as part of their public health nursing clinicals. They
were led by Dr. Rachel Parrill, associate professor of nursing at Cedarville from 2005 to 2019. Additional
students began serving the PRC through Cedarville’s global outreach office, and it is through this office
that students currently volunteer.
The current team of students, ranging from sophomores to seniors, is led by Lauren Hogan, a junior
nursing student from Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania.
In order to serve as care coordinators, students receive training through the PRC, which includes videos
and supervised meetings with clients. After the training period, students can meet one-on-one with
clients, taking skills they’ve learned in the classroom and using them to serve the people in the local
community. The PRC offers many resources, including free pregnancy tests and ultrasounds, along with
material services (diapers, wipes and formula) for the baby’s first year of life.
This semester, Hannah Malafy, a senior nursing student from Red Hook, New York, has taken advantage
of the ministry opportunity.
“Volunteering at the PRC is a practical way to give women the resources and encouragement that they
need to choose life,” Malafy said. “We are showing Christ’s love to those who may not know him as they
walk through very difficult circumstances.”
Care coordinators serve as a point of contact for women interested in the services at the PRC. They give
the results of pregnancy tests and learn about the needs and medical history of clients in order to
discern how to help them the best. They also learn about the support system that clients have in place,
if any.
Malafy said, “We also ask our clients if they have any spiritual support or if they are interested in
knowing more about God. We love to share the gospel with them if they are open to it, and we always
offer to pray with them before they leave.”
Therapeutic communication, in which students summarize what the client is saying, ask clarifying
questions and show compassion and empathy, is one of the skills the students use. Care coordinators
focus on mental health as well, knowing that life's stressors can greatly impact a client's decisions and
wellbeing.

Working at the PRC gives students a broader perspective on the world and people around them.
“Hearing clients’ stories definitely gives you more compassion for them,” Malafy said. “Our
circumstances can be very different, but we are all made in God’s image and all have the same basic
needs and desires to be loved and supported.”
Seeing the faithfulness of the staff at the PRC has impacted Malafy as well. They help women face a lot
of difficult situations, and it can be easy to get burnt out. The influence of the staff encourages the
students to continue using their skills to serve people in their local communities for God’s glory.
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution
with an enrollment of 5,082 undergraduate, graduate, and dual-enrolled high school students in more
than 175 areas of study. Founded in 1887, Cedarville is one of the largest private universities in Ohio,
recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, including
its Bachelor of Science in Nursing, high graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and
health science offerings, and the #4 national ranking by the Wall Street Journal for student engagement.
For more information about the University, visit cedarville.edu.
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